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WESTCHESTER-PLAYA DEMOCRATIC CLUB BALLONA WETLANDS 

ECOLOGICAL RESERVE RESOLUTION 
 
WHEREAS: More than 95 percent of California’s coastal wetland ecosystems have been 
destroyed; and more than 600 acres of land at Ballona Wetlands were acquired by the State of 
California in 2003/2004 for preservation using $140 million, mostly from Wildlife Conservation 
bond funds; and became the Ballona Wetlands Ecological Reserve (BWER) which includes rare 
habitats for birds, some endangered, that fly to Los Angeles from as far away as the Amazon 
River and the Arctic Circle and contains abundant flora and a high diversity of pollinators; and 
encompasses richly diverse wetland zones including many upland zones which provide 
roosting, feeding, and nesting opportunities for the many species at the BWER; and 
 
WHEREAS:  The Annenberg Foundation is seeking a long-term lease on the BWER for the 
construction of a Ballona Interpretive Center with up to 46,000 square feet to include an 
auditorium, classrooms, public lobby, office space, option retail space, parking and an animal 
adoption and care program which would include veterinary services; and there are no 
environmental, ecological or biological reasons for housing and caring for domestic animals on 
a state ecological reserve as proposed by the Annenberg Foundation which could expose the 
natural wetlands fauna and flora to dangerous medical issues and would require storing, 
handling, and disposing of medical substances and waste; and 
 
WHEREAS:  Alternatives by several government agencies are on the horizon which could 
significantly alter the habitat at the Ballona Wetlands Ecological Reserve; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  That the Westchester-Playa Democratic Club (WPDC) 
opposes any agreement that would lease portions of the public land in the BWER to a private 
entity and specifically opposes the Annenberg Proposal for a Center in the BWER, and that the 
WPDC encourages that the Annenberg Foundation to  develop an expansive Ballona Wetlands 
Interpretive Center and domestic animal adoption/veterinarian entity in one of the urban areas 
surrounding the Ballona Wetlands; and that the WPDC demands that the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) contain and recommend options for 
minimally invasive procedures in the BWER which should include the following points: 

 No domestic animals be permitted in the BWER. 

 Enforce all of the current Conditions, Covenants, and Restrictions (CC&Rs) related to 
the BWER deeds. 

 Any and all restoration must be done in a manner that minimizes surface disruption. 

 No interpretive center for the BWER should be constructed on the BWER. 

 The public review period for the Draft EIS/EIR be a minimum of 90 days. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a copy of this resolution be sent to the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife, elected officials with oversight and interest in the Ballona Wetlands, and to the 
Los Angeles County Democratic Party. 

 
 


